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Hat-Trick Heroes 

www.stockport-academy.org | Twitter : @sptacademy | Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

tockport Academy staff 

and students enjoyed 

an exceptional end to 

the school year, as we were 

shortlisted for an 

unprecedented THREE 

‘Secondary School of the 

Year’ Awards. 

Stockport Academy became 

one of just 68 Pearson 

National Teaching Award 

Silver winners across the 

country. We will now go on 

for the chance of a gold 

award at the finals of the 

UK’s ‘Oscars for Teachers,’ 

which will be held in October 

and broadcast on BBC2 the 

following week. 

Also receiving official 

recognition was Mr 

McCarron, who was 

presented with the Silver 

Teaching Award in the 

Lifetime Achievement 

Category. 

We were also shortlisted to 

the final eight for ’Secondary 

School of the Year’ at the TES 

(Times Educational 

Supplement) Awards - the 

second time we have 

achieved this in three years.  

Finally, we were delighted to 

make the final three for the 

Manchester Evening News 

Schools Awards, going up 

against the best schools in 

Greater Manchester in the 

process. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: 

“It has been an absolutely 

amazing year at Stockport 

Academy and these 

accolades are testament to 

the tireless dedication and 

passion that everyone 

associated with Stockport 

Academy has in ensuring it 

continues to go from strength 

to strength.” 

S 
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Doing The Double 

Principals’ Message 
It is with great pleasure 
and pride that  we are 
able to present to you 
this final newsletter of 
the school year, which is 
a brilliant reflection of a 
phenomenal term for us, 
which brings to a close a 
truly outstanding year. 
 
This edition was very 
nearly an ‘Awards Special’ 
- there really has been 
that much to celebrate at 
Stockport Academy over 
the past few weeks and 
months, and indeed since 
the start of the school 
year. 
 
We are immensely 
excited to attend the 
Pearson National 
Teaching Awards in 
October, where we have 
every chance of achieving 
a ‘Gold Award’ for the 
‘Secondary School of the 
Year - Making A 
Difference’ category, off 

the back of our incredible 
feat of reaching the finals 
of the TES Awards and 
MEN Schools Awards for 
similar categories.  
 
Over the following pages 
you will read much more 
about some of the 
inspirational 
achievements our staff 
and students have made, 
but even these are just 
the tip of the iceberg.  
 
Our new Head Girl made 
the headlines earlier this 
year after her artwork 
won a ‘Show Racism The 
Red Card’ award for an 
unprecedented second 
year in a row, while the 
school has also been 
honoured with a 
‘Wellbeing Award For 
Schools’, ‘Good Diabetes 
Care In School Award’, 
the ‘BIG Anti-Bullying 
Award’ and many, many 
more - not forgetting an 

excellent Ofsted 
inspection! 
  
Of course, none of this 
would have been possible 
without the tireless 
dedication of our staff, 
students, families and 
governors to make 
Stockport Academy the 
school it is today, and for 
that we cannot thank you 
enough. 
 
We will continue on our 
upward trajectory into 
the new academic year 
and beyond, and can’t 
wait to share what we are 
all about with our Open 
Evening taking place in 
September (page 8). 
 
In the meantime, we wish 
you a  wonderfully restful 
Summer, and look 
forward to welcoming 
our students back on 
September 4th at 
8.30am. 

Several of our staff were celebrating at the 

end of June as they picked up trophies at 

the national United Learning Best In 

Everyone Awards. 

Our Engagement Team won the ‘Staff Team 

of the Year’ Award for their work to ensure 

all students are engaged and thriving in 

their lessons, no matter their ability, 

educational needs or background.   

Also picking up an award was Mr Prince, 

who won ‘Secondary Support Staff of the 

Year’.  Nominated by colleagues, this award 

celebrated his impactful work to engage 

local primary schools, parents and families 

and to show off what the academy has to 

offer through marketing initiatives.  

Congratulating them, Principal 

Mrs McCann, said: “We have a fantastic, 

dedicated team of staff here at Stockport 

Academy, so it is hugely gratifying for them 

to be rewarded with not one but two 

awards this year. Well done to our very 

deserving winners, who really are making a 

difference for students.”  

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Principal 
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Prizegiving Is A Night To Remember 
Everyone was a winner at our annual Prizegiving 

ceremony held in July. 

Hosted once again at the fabulous Stockport Plaza, over 

250 students attended to receive over 400 awards during 

the evening – celebrating everything from 100% 

attendance to charity work, sporting achievements and 

academic success. 

The event officially got underway with a wonderful 

performance by our Steel Band and the Choir – who 

performed a trio of songs from ‘The Greatest Showman’ - 

before opening speeches by Principal Mrs McCann and 

Chair of Governors, Mr Robinson. 

This year our guest speaker was the excellent Chris 

Lubbe – who presented each prize on stage before 

delivering an inspirational speech that drew on his own 

experiences of working as Nelson Mandela’s bodyguard 

and taking on Apartheid in South Africa. 

Six students achieved the incredible feat of 5 Years 100% 

Attendance – not missing a single day of school between 

Year 7 and Year 11. They were each presented with a 

laptop or tablet computer as a reward for their 

dedication to their education. 

We were also delighted to present our school charities 

with a combined total of £5,000 in donations, raised by 

students throughout the year. Representatives from 

Signpost Stockport Young Carers, Once upon A Smile and 

Jamie Horrocks Trust were on-hand to receive the 

cheques that will go towards their cause. 

Mrs McCann said: “Prizegiving is undoubtedly one of the 

highlights of the school calendar and it was an amazing 

experience to celebrate the very best of the last year 

under the roof of the iconic Stockport Plaza. 

“I am so proud of everyone who attended and felt 

privileged to be able to share their achievements with 

our school community. It was a truly inspirational 

evening and I would like to thank all of our guests who 

came to support us on the night.” 

Our student newsletter became an award-winning 

publication after picking up national recognition at the 

Shine School Media Awards in July. 

Six of our ‘Spark’ reporters were invited to attend the 

ceremony at Stationers Hall in London to receive a 

‘Rising Star’ Award – highlighting their potential for 

future success in the print media industry. 

The first part of the morning involved visiting a series 

of workshops and trade stalls, with students learning 

about how a printing press works and how printers 

have developed over the years to modern-day 3D 

printing technology. 

After lunch, the ceremony began – and the group were 

invited on stage to receive their prize.  

Mr Prince, who runs the ‘Spark’ co-curricular club, said: 

“I am so proud of our students for achieving this 

national award and it is thoroughly deserved.” 

Students Shine At Newsletter Awards 
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A French Adventure 
Our annual Year 8 MFL visit to France 

took in all elements of life in the country, 

as students spent several days touring 

Normandy. 

The first stop on the journey was to the 

fishing village of Hornfleur, where 

students (and staff!) enjoyed some 

crêpes and ice cream – their first 

introduction to French cuisine. On arrival 

at the Château du Molay, some enjoyed 

a dip in the swimming pool before 

everyone got together for an exhilarating 

game of ‘It’s a Knockout’ to round off a 

wonderful first day. 

The following morning, the group re-

boarded the coach and headed for 

Bayeux, where they visited the 

marketplace to practise their language 

skills on the locals. Of course, they 

couldn’t leave without going to see the 

Bayeux Tapestry and Cathedral for a 

quick History lesson! After a busy day, 

everyone let their hair down with a 

Karaoke session. 

A trip to a goats’ cheese factory and a 

chocolate factory on the same day 

ensured every student had the 

opportunity to sample the very best of 

French food, before students also had a 

go at eating frogs’ legs and snails – with 

varying degrees of success! 

Finally, they visited several sites linked 

to World War 2, including the American 

Cemetery, Omaha Beach and 

Arromanches. 

Head of MFL Ms Hindley said: “This 

year’s trip was a wonderful mix of French 

culture, history and language and 

students had the opportunity to 

experience so many different elements 

of life in France. 

“Everyone was so enthusiastic 

throughout the trip and took full 

advantage of being there to practise their 

language skills at every opportunity. We 

had the best time and hopefully made 

some lasting memories along the way.” 
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Our Student Newsletter contributor Viki reports on 
how our school paid tribute to those affected by 
the Manchester Arena attack two years ago, as we 
marked the event with a memorial ceremony in 
May. 
 
Sombre, reflective, emotional: All words to describe 
our tribute to the Manchester Arena tragedy. 
It has been two years since the bombings at 
Manchester Arena occurred. This attack hit very 
close to home – literally and figuratively. Some of us 
in the Academy have been personally impacted by 
the attack, so as a school we decided we wanted to 
pay our respects to the 22 victims. 
 
This year, our theme was “Love not Hate”. Our goal 
was to try to focus on how the community of 
Manchester helped and supported each other on 
that devastating day and the weeks that followed. 
The Manchester bee represents exactly that - 
community. Though the devastation the bombings 
brought was incomprehensible, a campaign was 
sparked of love and positivity to help the healing 
process. We learned from the day that the best way 
to fight hate, war and violence is to stand together 
and love together - to live together and build a wall 
of positivity. 

 

Stockport Academy represented that ideal by getting 
the entire school involved in our annual memorial. 
Students personally wrote messages onto yellow 
bee-shaped cards, which were to be dropped during 
our commemoration.  
 
Our Performing Arts department also pitched in with 
beautiful tributes: the choir sang “Don’t Look Back in 
Anger” by Oasis and “One Last Time” by Ariana 
Grande in reference to her One Love concert. The SA 
dancers choreographed an uplifting dance to 
“Believe”. 
 
The world felt silent 
and slow when our 
handwritten bees 
were dropped from 
the roof. An 
instrumental track 
played in the 
background while the 
gentle wind swayed 
the bees before they 
touched the floor. 
 
22 Students were given black and yellow balloons - 
representing the 22 precious lives that were lost on 
that night. These balloons were released into the 
sky, which was a touching moment for all of us—
teachers and students alike. 
 
The experience will not leave me. Even when I leave 
the Academy I am sure that moments like these will 
be the ones I remember.  

Love And Respect 
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Records Tumble At Sports Day 

There was plenty to celebrate at our annual 

Sports Day, which was held on the second to last 

day of term. 

Students spent the day competing on behalf of 

their form groups in a variety of track and field 

events ranging from the discus and javelin to the 

three-legged race and relay. 

It was certainly an event to remember, with no 

fewer than a dozen new school records being set 

throughout the day – making it one of our most 

successful Sports Days ever. 

Head of PE Mr McGahey said: “We had a brilliant 

day and it was great to see students pushing 

themselves to do their best on the sports field. 

“Well done to all of our competitors and also to 

the students who came out to cheer on their 

classmates in the afternoon. The atmosphere 

was superb and highlighted the strong 

community we have here at Stockport 

Academy.” 

Our annual Primary Football Festival took place 

under the sunny July sky, with a feast of 

activities  on offer to celebrate the beautiful 

game. 

Taking place during the Women’s World Cup, 

dozens of students from local primary schools 

came over to our Astro Pitch at the end of their 

school day to take part in some footballing fun. 

Instead of playing with their classmates, 

students were grouped in with those from other 

schools – encouraging them to develop their 

communication and teamwork skills. After 

several rounds of matches, everyone took a 

break to enjoy some international-themed 

snacks. 

It wasn’t just about what happened on the pitch 

– with visitors taking full advantage of a bouncy 

castle and several football mini-games and 

challenges, such as ‘Beat The Keeper’ and 

‘Keepie Uppies’ to see who could get the highest 

score before everyone made their way home. 

PE Teacher Ms Foster, who organised the day, 

said: “It was great to see such a fantastic turnout 

and the students certainly seemed like they 

were having a great time. Thank you also to our 

Sports Leaders who did a brilliant job of 

supporting the event.” 

Footballing Fun 
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Scholars Club Onto A Winner 
Two of our Year 8 students have been recognised in 

a national competition for their efforts to promote 

their favourite subject in further and higher 

education. 

Emily and Megan created their own ‘Histopoly’ 

concept as part of their Scholars’ Club co-curricular 

project. Based on the classic Monopoly board game, 

they designed it to encourage other students to 

consider History as a subject they could go on to 

study at college and university. 

They entered it into United Learning’s ‘Future Factor’ 

competition, which pitted their idea against entries 

from some of the other 70 schools within the group 

around the country. 

Earlier this month, judges voted that Histopoly was 

the best entry in the whole competition – meaning 

both girls were to be rewarded with Amazon 

vouchers for their hard work. 

“We spent loads of time on it – two sleepovers and 

three get-togethers – to make sure we included 

everything we could. We were so proud when we 

found out we’d won!” Megan said. 

Head of Year 8 Mr Taylor, who also runs Scholars’ 

Club, said: “Megan and Emily put so much effort into 

their creation and it is something they are clearly 

very passionate about. They absolutely deserved to 

win the ‘Future First’ competition and I am so proud 

of what they have achieved.” 

 Bringing History To Life 
Our Year 11 History students spent the day at the 

world-famous Globe Theatre to learn more about 

Elizabethan history and culture. 

The group travelled to London by coach before 

making their way inside the building and finding out 

more about the structure’s past – with the original 

theatre being built in 1599, only to be destroyed by a 

fire fourteen years later. 

Students had the opportunity to sit and watch actors 

rehearsing on the stage, while their tour guide 

answered questions about their first impressions. 

They later attended a lecture on the construction of 

the Globe and visited an exhibition that delved 

further into its history, which included examples of 

costumes and props used in the original productions 

that were performed hundreds of years ago. 

History Teacher Ms Wills said: “Our visit to the Globe 

was a great opportunity to provide our Year 11 

students with some valuable context around what 

they’ve been learning before they sit their exams this 

Summer. 

“It was fascinating to see this piece of reconstructed 

history up close and to imagine what life must have 

been like in Elizabethan times.” 
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Open Evening - Save The Date! 
Stockport Academy will open its doors to prospective 

students and their families for our annual Open 

Evening on Wednesday 18th September between 6-

8pm. 

The evening is an opportunity for Year 6 students to 

explore the school, meet Stockport Academy students 

and staff, and find out all they need to know about 

what life is like here. 

There will be performances from our Choir, Steel Band 

and SA Dance Group, as well as the chance to get 

involved in Mr Campbell’s famous Science 

Demonstration showpiece. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “We have had so much to 

celebrate this year and we are all really looking 

forward to sharing this with the wider community. 

“We are so proud of our school and cannot wait to 

meet potential future students and their families who 

could be joining us in September 2020.” 

For more information about Stockport Academy and 

our Open Evening, visit www.stockport-academy.org 

or follow us on Twitter (@sptacademy) and Instagram 

(@stockportacademy). 

Young Maths Masters 

Our annual Primary Maths Tournament had a new 

champion this year, with Adswood Primary taking 

home the title after a dramatic finale to the 

competition in June. 

Adswood entered a team for the first time this year, 

pitting their mathematical skills against St Matthews, 

Cheadle Heath and Lark Hill Primary Schools – with 

each group consisting of five students. 

The tournament took the format of a number of 

different rounds, including a number crossword, a 

‘Countdown’ round, a maths relay and a group round, 

where students had to decide on their own strategy to 

work out solutions to mathematical questions as 

quickly (and correctly!) as possible. 

The winner seemed all but decided until the final 

round, when Adswood’s team put in a fantastic 

performance to clinch the top spot in the last minute. 

They were then presented with a trophy to take back 

to their school. 

Maths Teacher Mr John, who hosted the competition 

alongside Ms Quigley, said: “We were really impressed 

with how all the competitors took on the challenge 

with such a positive and enthusiastic attitude, and 

there were clearly some very talented mathematicians 

taking part. 

“Well done to team Adswood and indeed every group 

that took part. Let’s see if they can defend their title 

next year!” 



 

P A G E  9  I S S U E  4 1  

It was great to meet our new Year 7s on Transition Day, but for the vast majority this will not have 

been the first time they have stepped foot in our school. 

We have had loads of activities going on with our local primaries over the last term, including the 

Primary Maths Tournament, an author workshop,  Football Festival, our after-school Drama and 

Dance classes and Science taster lessons. 

If you spot your child in the photos below, email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a 

prize! 

Photo Competition - Summer Term 

Welcome Year 7 
Our latest cohort of Year 7 students got their official 

introduction as Stockport Academy students at our 

Transition Day in July. 

Arriving for a prompt 8.30am start, the cohort, which is 

set to be our largest-ever, gathered outside on the 

MUGA to be arranged into form groups - meeting 

others in their class for the first time. 

Students then spent the day familiarising themselves 

with the school - where their lessons will be, what their 

timetable will look like and other elements of starting 

secondary school - to ensure that they will be able to 

hit the ground running in September. 

They also met with a few of their new teachers, 

including their soon-to-be Head of Year Mrs Cull. 

Mrs Cull said: “We had a brilliant day meeting our new 

students, who really  impressed me with their 

enthusiasm.  

“I am confident that this group will go on to achieve 

great things at Stockport Academy and am really 

looking forward to working with them over the next 

five years.” 
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Stockport Academy’s Pride Week took 

place in July, with a wide range of activities 

taking place to celebrate the LGBTQ+ 

community. 

Students sold badges, wristbands and 

doughnuts to raise money for The Proud 

Trust, while the week culminated in the 

grand finale of our annual Rainbow Run. 

Students had the opportunity to purchase 

bags of powder paint - with the proceeds 

all going to charity - which they could then 

use to take part in the Run. 

Mrs Saatchi, who organised the week, said: 

“We had a fabulous time raising awareness 

of LGBTQ+ issues throughout Pride Week 

and, as usual, our Rainbow Run was the 

perfect way to end it.” 

Rainbow Run  

 

 

 

Talking Politics 
Stockport MP Ann Coffey met with our Student 
Council in May. Student Newsletter contributor 
Abigail Yan wrote the following report at the 
time: 

Ann has been a member of parliament since 

1992 and represents Stockport. We learned 

that she has recently left the Labour Party to 

join the Independent Group due to her stance 

on Brexit. In the meeting we discussed the topic 

of Brexit and how Ann wants to stop Brexit and 

wants to stay in the EU. We also shared our 

future aspirations with Ann, when she turned 

the tables and started asking us questions! 

After talking to Ann, I have discovered more and 
more about politics, and I now enjoy hearing 

and finding out about what goes on in 
parliament! At the moment, the Conservative 
Party are trying to agree on a new leader to 
become the new prime minister and it will be 
their responsibility to find out when the UK is 
going to leave the EU. 

The current plan 
is to leave on the 
31st October. I 
find politics 
interesting and 
very important 
and I strongly feel 
that it should be 
spoken about in 
school more. 
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 and 10 
sarah.shaw@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Year 11  
danielle.james@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
  
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Geography, History, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Art) 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Business Studies, Computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Drama, Dance, Music) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
         Autumn Term 2019 

10th Sept: Year 7 Photographs 

18th Sept: Open Evening 

3rd Oct: Blackpool Rewards Trip 

7th-10th Oct: Year 10 Barcelona Trip 

7th-10th Nov: Year 11 Art Residential 

30th Nov: Christmas Market 

Term dates for Autumn 2019 

Wednesday 4th September to Friday 18th October 

All Students In 

 

Monday 21st October to Friday 25th October 

Half Term 

 

Monday 28th October to Thursday 19th December 

All Students In 

(early closure on last day of term) 

 

Friday 29th November 

Inset - closed for all students 

Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy,  
Instagram @stockportacademy and visit  

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


